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SPEECH BY THE P R E M I E R . MR. DUNSTAN, AT THE BARMERA D I S T R I C T WAR 
MEMORIAL CENTRE D I N N E R . 1 1 . 2 . 7 2 
MR. T U C K , L A D I E S AND GENTLEMEN: 
T H I S I S AN IMPORTANT - AS WELL AS E N T E R T A I N I N G - EVEN ING FOR BARMERA 
MARKING AS IT DOES THE WAR MEMORIAL COMMUNITY C E N T R E ' S 25TH YEAR OF 
OPERATION AND THE J U B I L E E OF THE TOWN. AND THANK YOU FOR ASK ING ME 
HERE AS YOUR GUEST T H I S E V E N I N G . THERE I S , I KNOW, A VERY STRONG 
SENSE OF COMMUNITY P R I D E HERE - INDEED , TH IS COMMUNITY CONSCIOUSNESS 
I S SOMETHING WHICH D I S T I N G U I S H E S THE R IVERLAND TOWNS AND WHICH MAKES 
THEM SO PLEASANT TO V I S I T . 
I T ' S RIGHT THAT TH IS SHOULD BE 50 FOR YOU HAVE MUCH TO BE PROUD O F , 
NOT THE LEAST OF WHICH IS THE S P I R I T OF CO -OPERAT ION AND NE IGHBOUR -
L I N E S S WHICH P R E V A I L S HERE AND WHICH IS DEMONSTRATED BY THE SUCCESS 
OVER A QUARTER OF A CENTURY OF THE COMMUNITY CENTRE . I THOUGHT IT 
WOULD BE A P P R O P R I A T E , THEREFORE , IF I SPOKE THIS EVEN ING ABOUT LOCAL 
MATTERS IN WHICH THE STATE GOVERNMENT I S INVOLVED P A R T I C U L A R L Y THAT 
OF TOUR ISM . 
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AS TOURISM M I N I S T E R I REGARD THE R IVERLAND AREA AS ONE OF THE MOST 
GO-AHEAD IN TOURIST PROMOTION IN T H I S COUNTRY. TH IS I S DUE IN 
LARGE MEASURE TO THE HARD WORK AND ENERG IES OF S I D FLETCHER OF 
BARMERA AS PRES IDENT OF THE B A R O S S A - R I V E R L A N D - M I D - N O R T H TOURIST 
DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL AND THE R IVERLAND TOURIST A S S O C I A T I O N . 
WE ARE ABSOLUTELY CONVINCED THAT BARMERA , AS PART OF THE WHOLE 
R I V E R L A N D - B A R O S S A PACKAGE , HAS VERY F I N E PROSPECTS FOR FURTHER 
DEVELOPMENT AS A TOURIST A T T R A C T I O N . IT WAS THIS B E L I E F WHICH LED 
US TO H IGHL IGHT TOURISM EXPANS ION AS OUR P O L I C Y BEFORE THE E L E C T I O N , 
TO G IVE IT P R I O R I T Y AFTERWARDS AND TO SUPPORT THE A U S T R A L I A N NAT IONAL 
TRAVEL A S S O C I A T I O N ' S SURVEY OF TH IS A R E A . THE A . N . T . A . REPORT PROVED 
THAT OUR JUDGEMENT WAS SOUND. THAT REPORT HAS G IVEN US A F IRM B A S I S 
FOR FUTURE P L A N N I N G . I F WE ARE TO GET THE TOURIST B U S I N E S S IT 
E N V I S A G E S THERE WILL OBVIOUSLY HAVE TO BE THE CLOSEST CO -OPERAT ION 
BETWEEN VARIOUS CENTRES - YOU CAN S E L L R IVERLAND AS A HOLIDAY CONCEPT 
IN A WAY YOU NEVER COULD BARMERA, B E R R I OR RENMARK ALONE - AND 
BETWEEN LOCAL AND STATE B O D I E S . Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
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WE AS A STATE GOVERNMENT WILL G IVE A L L THE SUPPORT WE CAN TO IMPLEMENT 
THE DEVELOPMENT ENVISAGED BY A . N . T . A . 
FOR INSTANCE THE REPORT S P E C I F I C A L L Y RECOMMENDED THAT IN I T S A P P R A I S A L 
THE STATE PLANNING A U T H O R I T Y ' S DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR THE UPPER MURRAY 
5H0ULD I N D I C A T E THE MEASURES TO BE A P P L I E D TO PROTECT THE NATURAL 
ENVIRONMENT BY LAND USE CONTROL AND THAT THE AUTHORITY AND COUNCILS 
SHOULD EXAMINE THE R IVER V A L L E Y AND E S T A B L I S H LAND USE AND WATER 
A C T I V I T Y CATEGORIES FOR CONSERVATION , RECREATION AND THE L I K E . IT 
ALSO RECOMMENDED THAT THE COUNC I L , WITH THE AUTHORITY AND THE LANDS 
DEPARTMENT SHOULD PREPARE A PLAN FOR LAKE BONNEY AND I T S E N V I R O N S . 
THESE MATTERS ARE NOW BE ING G IVEN D E T A I L E D STUDY BY STATE P L A N N E R S . 
THE DRAFT UPPER MURRAY AREA DEVELOPMENT PLAN IS NEARING COMPLET ION . 
A TOWN PLAN FOR BARMERA IS BE ING PREPARED AS PART OF IT AND I EXPECT 
THAT A COPY WILL BE FORWARDED TO THE COUNCIL TH IS MONTH AS PART OF THE 
CONSULTATION P R O C E S S . 
IN ANY PLANNING FOR BARMERA - INVOLV ING TOURISM OR OTHER PURPOSES -
PRIME CONSIDERATION MUST OBVIOUSLY BE G IVEN TO THE MATTER OF LAKE BONNEY . 
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TH IS MUST, AND W I L L , INVOLVE CONS IDERAT ION OF ALL A S P E C T S , THE L A K E ' S 
OBVIOUS ATTRACT ION AS A T O U R I S T - P U L L E R , P O L L U T I O N , MURRAY S A L I N I T Y AND 
ENVIRONMENT CONTROL. AS YOU KNOW A COMMITTEE HAS BEEN SET UP TO 
I N V E S T I G A T E THE PROBLEMS OF S A L I N I T Y IN THE R I V E R . 
THERE HAS BEEN IN RECENT WEEKS SOME CONCERN EXPRESSED HERE ABOUT THE 
P O S S I B L E USE OF THE LAKE IN R IVER REGULATION AND ITS P O S S I B L E USE , 
AS A CONTROL MECHANISM TO D ISPOSE OF DRAINAGE WATER. 
I MUST STRESS THAT I N V E S T I G A T I O N S ARE AT PRESENT IN THE VERY EARLY 
S T A G E S . A NUMBER OF THEORET ICAL PROPOSALS ARE BE ING D I S C U S S E D . THEY 
REMAIN T H E O R I E S . BEFORE ANY D E C I S I O N IS MADE ON THE FUTURE OF THE LAKE 
THERE WILL HAVE TO BE D E T A I L E D F I E L D AND OTHER S T U D I E S AND THE F U L L E S T 
CONSULTAT IONS . 
AND I STRESS TH IS D E L I B E R A T E L Y - THE F U L L E S T CONS IDERAT ION WILL BE 
G IVEN TO THE S O C I O L O G I C A L AND ENVIRONMENTAL ASPECTS OF THE PROBLEM . 
T H I S , P L A I N L Y , INCLUDES CONSIDERATION OF THE L A K E ' S VALUE AS A 
TOURIST A T T R A C T I O N . 
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WE A P P R E C I A T E THAT BARMERA R E L I E S VERY H E A V I L Y ON THE TOURIST P O T E N T I A L 
CENTRED ON LAKE BONNEY FOR I T S FUTURE GROWTH, AND PLANNING MUST TAKE 
TH IS INTO ACCOUNT. 
WHAT HAS BEEN ACH IEVED SO FAR I S EXTREMELY I M P R E S S I V E AND TH IS IS 
THANKS IN VERY LARGE PART TO THE WORK OF THE COMMUNITY C E N T R E . 
THE CENTRE HAS DONE A VERY GREAT DEAL THROUGH THE P R O V I S I O N OF 
I TS CARAVAN PARK F A C I L I T I E S , COTTAGES AND CAB INS AND ADVANCES TO 
LOCAL ORGANISAT IONS IN FOSTERING TOURISM IN TH IS A R E A . THE RESULTS 
SPEAK FOR T H E M S E L V E S . NEARLY 2 2 , 0 0 0 TOURISTS PASSED THROUGH THE 
RESERVE IN THE 1 9 7 0 / 7 1 YEAR MANY OF THEM FROM INTERSTATE AND WE TOO 
CAN LOOK FORWARD TO CONTINUED GROWTH IN THE FUTURE . 
S I R , I ' M SURE YOU DON 'T WANT TO L I S T E N TO A LONG S P E E C H . 
I WANT P R I N C I P A L L Y TO CONGRATULATE YOU AND YOUR MEMBERS ON 25 YEARS 
OF PROGRESS AND S E R V I C E . AS I S A I D AT THE OUTSET YOU HAVE A 
T R A D I T I O N OF S E R V I C E AND S E L F - H E L P H E R E . 
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IT I S E X E M P L I F I E D IN THE A C T I V I T I E S OF THE COMMUNITY CENTRE AND I ' M 
SURE THAT YOUR NEXT 25 YEARS WIL L BE EQUALLY SUCCESSFUL AND OF AT 
LEAST EQUAL B E N E F I T TO THE PEOPLE OF BARMERA . 
THANK YOU. 
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